
   Finding a school that fits 

Preliminary decision-making: Note if you are committed to public, 
private, or religious school; choosing your suburb, town, or city 
based on the school; or moving to a job and need to just deal with 
what you find there for public schools. Even if this is the case, 
continue reading and think about what questions you want to ask 
about your future school and how you want to use its offerings to 
their fullest and compensate for offerings you wish they had. 

First, survey how many kids you have! Funny, but true. Is this move 
to a lifetime spot or a rung on the career ladder? Are you having 
more kids? Putting the kids you have all the way through these 
public schools, or private k-12? How much might that cost if you 
have 3 kids close in age. When you have one in college or post- 
secondary school, how will that affect what you can do for the 
children next in line? Make your decisions based on the present, 
and have a plan for your best-case scenarios (Harvard and 
Montessori at the same time) and worst-case scenarios (juvenile 
detention and mom moves in to watch junior). 

      This guide is the first step in my Moving and Changing Schools Kit. 

Growing up in rural Maine, there was one school and everyone went 
there. Having urban kids, “school shopping” meant picking out a school, 
not an outfit! Ha. If you’re changing schools, this guide will help you sort 
out your options. As always, take stock first of your options and decide 
in advance if the kids get a vote -- whether you're flying solo or talking it 
out with your mate -- then talk it through with your kids.  
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What are the kids’ personalities like? Do they have a track record 
for excellent learning in a particular environment? Special needs? 
A sport, music, or robotics requirement? This is an excellent 
opportunity to see if a new environment “feeds” your students 
better. While some of our urban friends had kids at all different 
schools, kids that need practice with social skills may do better with
a sibling in the same school and cultivating deeper relationships in 
one community, rather than meeting half the town. 

Second, survey your area school options: public, private, charter, 
magnet, cyber, homeschool. All but private can be free, so you 
have a lot of options no matter where you are. Homeschoolers are 
more diverse than ever, and many cultural institutions offer 
homeschooling events and curricula. There are often groups of 
homeschool families that meet and share, and regional and 
national associations to put you in touch with one another. You 
won’t be in unmapped territory. If you feel committed to public, 
private, or religious school, look ahead at the middle and high 
schools on their paths and see if you want to be ready to move 
them into public or private schools at that time. Verbalizing the 
long-term plan can make it easier when it happens. Though my 
anxious kid would do better not worrying for years in advance.  
Does the school have the special thing your child most wants? 
Sports, clubs, poetry? The services that they need? Many charter 
schools in our area have themes: environment, ethics, etc. And the 
magnet schools each have an academic focus: arts, German,
technology. Parent friends have chosen themes and specialties to 
align with students' strengths or to stretch them to cultivate, for 
example, respect for the outdoors. 
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Third, gather information about specific schools. Research the schools 
online and be sure to understand the student-to-teacher ratio, 
composition of the student body (if your kid is going to be "the only 
one" you'll need to be prepared, whether that's in terms of ability, race, 
income bracket, whatever). Visit, take notes. Ask if the school has a 
guiding teaching philosophy (then research it). Ask if you could call a 
couple of families involved in the PTO or PTA. Ask about their bullying 
policy: how do kids report it, what is the rate of incidence, what is the 
response? Charter schools are free, but may take incoming students 
by lottery or they may need to actually apply or test in, even for the 
early grades. Charters may not accept kids with disabilities outside 
their scope of services, and are not required by law to accommodate 
them (though check with your state to be sure). Charter schools may 
have abbreviated disciplinary protocols and opt for expelling kids 
sooner rather than later. If you are interested in private schools, check 
with the National Independent Private Schools Association or whatever 
national or regional organizing boards apply. They'll give you a great 
overview of the groups' goals. Start by gathering information. Rule 
some out by price or fit. Do they have a school nurse? Sports? Apply 
for financial aid, meet with the guidance counselor, principal. Consider 
offerings. 

You can do hard things, and so can your kids. If you're moving and 
changing schools, I can help!  I have a thorough tutorial.  And good 
luck! 

Contact me to schedule a free 15-minute chat:  angela@AngelaLTodd.com 
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